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	Cal Expo crowned its latest class of champions Saturday night, May 24, with the  California Sire Stakes spring finals for 3 year olds.
	The star of the evening was the undefeated filly Smooth Jazz.  Owned and trained by Denise Maier and driven by her husband, Tim, Smooth Jazz coasted to a 2:02.1 victory by 10 ½ lengths in the filly trotting division for her 10th consecutive win, eight in Sire Stakes.
	Last fall the daughter of pacer Tulane became an overwhelming choice as California’s 2-Year-Old Trotter of the Year as she toyed with her CASS foes.  The spring has been no different as Smooth Jazz won her four Sire Stakes by a combined 40 lengths.
	“Smooth Jazz is exceptional,” said Alan Kirschenbaum, chairman of the California Sire Stakes, who used to co-own her dam, the Artsplace mare Jazzplace, with the Maiers.  “She can win from behind or in front.  She’s another pacing-bred Tulane freak.”
	More true to his breeding, Tulane also sired Wooski, winner of Saturday’s filly pacing championship wire-to-wire in 1:56.2 for driver Ed Hensley.  Winning her fifth race and second Sire Stakes this year, the bay filly is trained by Jim Wilkinson Jr. and owned by the partnership of Billie Schwartz, Hans Karge, Jay Rosenburg, and Wilkinson’s JW Standardbreds.
